Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 295 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.039; wR factor = 0.102; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.8.
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Supplementary data and figures for this paper are available from the IUCr electronic archives (Reference: TK2683). To explore the effect of substituents on the structures of benzanilides (Gowda, Foro et al., 2008 Gowda, Jyothi et al., 2003; Gowda, Tokarčík et al., 2009) , in the present work, the structure of 2-chloro-N-(2,3-dimethylphenyl)-benzamide (I) has been determined The N-H and C═O bonds in the amide group are anti to each other ( Fig.1) , similar to that observed in 2-chloro-N-(phenyl)-benzamide (II) (Gowda, Jyothi et al., 2003) , N-(2,3-dimethylphenyl)-benzamide (III) (Gowda, Tokarčík et al., 2009 ), 2-chloro-N-(2,3-dichlorophenyl)-benzamide (IV) (Gowda, Foro et al., 2008) , and 2-chloro-N-(3,5-dimethylphenyl)-benzamide (V) (Gowda, Foro et al., 2009) .
2-Chloro
The molecular structure of (I) includes a short intramolecular Cl1···O1 contact of 3.1837 (16) Å, which can be interpreted within the concept of halogen bonding (Fourmigué, 2009 ). The central amide group -NHCO-is inclined at 60.3 (1) ° to the benzoyl ring (C2-C7) and at 59.2 (1) ° to the anilino ring (C8-C13). The mean planes through the two benzene rings make a dihedral angle of 7.7 (1) °. The crystal packing (Fig. 2) is dominated by intermolecular N-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table   1 ) which link the molecules into the chains extending along the b axis.
Experimental
The title compound was prepared according to the literature method (Gowda, Jyothi et al., 2003) . Plate-like colorless single crystals of (I) were obtained from an ethanolic solution held at room temperature.
Refinement
All H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model, including free rotation about the C aromatic -C methyl bond, with C-H = 0.93 or 0.96 Å and N-H = 0.86 Å. The U iso (H) values were set at 1.2U eq (C aromatic, N) and 1.5U eq (C methyl). Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating Rfactors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å 2 ) 0.0423 (10) 0.0290 (9) 0.0431 (10) −0.0061 (7) 0.0179 (8) 0.0023 (7) C9 0.0521 (11) 0.0304 (9) 0.0419 (10) −0.0070 (8) 0.0233 (9) 0.0028 (7) C10 0.0532 (12) 0.0390 (10) 0.0389 (10) −0.0133 (9) 0.0157 (9) 0.0054 (8) C11 0.0420 (11) 0.0554 (12) 0.0517 (12) −0.0055 (9) 0.0161 (9) 0.0097 (10) 0.0448 (9) 0.0248 (7) 0.0513 (9) −0.0071 (6) 0.0178 (7) 0.0000 (6) O1 0.0565 (8) 0.0259 (7) 0.0734 (10) −0.0080 (6) 0.0245 (7) 0.0035 (6) 
